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by lakes. The average height of the plateaux is from 5000
to 7000 feet. The highest point, the two-headed volcanic
mountain. Mount Ararat (16,920 feet), lies in Turkey.
Stretching across an historic land route between Europe
and the East, the Caucasus has been the scene of many violent
battles in the past, while the mountain valleys, shut off from
one another by the surrounding heights, favoured the develop-
ment of numerous small isolated mountain communities, each
with its own national territory, customs, traditions, and
language.
The Crimea
The Crimea is a region which was folded in ancient times,
reduced to a peneplain, submerged under the sea, and raised
and folded again in Tertiary times.
Stretching across the southern part of the Crimean Penin-
sula, for a distance of about 65 miles, the width of the moun-
tain zone is approximately 20 miles.
There are three parallel ridges, the Yaila ridge in the south
being the highest. The top of this ridge is flat or slightly
undulating, and is composed of calcareous strata of the
Jurassic period. There is an abundance of Jkarst formation:
numerous steep-sided valleys, pot-holes, and disappearing
streams. The surface is dry, and covered with a thin steppe
vegetation. ('Yaila' is a Tartar word, meaning 'pasture.')
The highest parts of the ridge reach 4500 to 5000 feet above
sea-level.
On the southern side there is an abrupt fall to a shelf, lying
about 1500 feet above the sea.
The northern slopes of this ridge are more gentle, falling
gradually into a valley nine to twelve miles wide, filled with
Cretaceous sands and clays. To the north of the valley, the
second range rises to a height of between 1450 and 1850 feet
above sea-level. It is composed of cretaceous strata, covered
with limestone of the lower Tertiary period. Hewn out of the
limestone are thousands of caves which were the homes of
the first primitive inhabitants of the Crimea. Owing to the
existence of numerous longitudinal and transverse valleys,